
 CORPORATE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
MYSTIC RIVER WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

remove invasive plants 
from our parks and rivers to 

improve the environment

TEAMBUILDING 
OPPORTUNITY

a four hour event with 
groups of up to 100 has a 
tremendous, visible effect

BOOST EMPLOYEE 
MORALE

provide a fun and 
rewarding day for your 

employees



WATER CHESTNUT REMOVAL

PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Join MyRWA in helping to revitalize Macdonald Park - the largest waterfront park on the 
Mystic River. Our primary focus in 2017 will be to remove Oriental bittersweet, an invasive 
vine that kills trees and overtakes native plants. A full list of activities to improve the park 
include:
 
•	 Identify and remove invasive plants
•	 Clear/prune selected sections of vegetation to enhance views to the Mystic River
•	 Clean and paint benches 
•	 Pick up trash and other debris 

Water chestnut is an invasive plant in the Mystic River Watershed. In Medford and 
Somerville, parts of the Mystic River are barely passable because water chestnuts extend 
nearly	from	shore	to	shore.	These	floating-leaved	plants	form	dense,	continuous	mats	over	
the	water’s	surface	that	impede	boating,	fishing,	and	swimming	and	crowd	out	native	plants.

Since water chestnut removal began in 2010, MyRWA has seen a dramatic reduction of these 
invasive plants — a testament to our steady work with agencies, cities and thousands of 
volunteers. 



We	ask	that	all	of	our	corporate	and	for-profit	groups	assist	us	in	continuing	to	
support our volunteer program by making a donation to MyRWA in advance of 
their volunteer day. Fees are based on event size:

2-25 person event        $1,500
26-50 person event      $2,500
51-75 person event      $3,500
76-100 person event    $4,500

This fully tax-deductible donation will help to cover the costs of planning and 
executing	our	volunteer	events	(staff	time,	rentals,	material	removal	and	
permitting) as well as sustaining the overall program.  We are grateful for the work 
of our corporate volunteer groups. Thank you!

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE OF A TYPICAL EVENT?

ARE ALL SUPPLIES PROVIDED?

IS THERE A FEE TO ORGANIZE AN EVENT?

HOW DOES LUNCH WORK?

MyRWA will provide the necessary materials based on the event - this includes 
pruning	tools,	collection	equipment,	canoes,	personal	floatation	devices	(life	vests),	
water for volunteers and all other necessary supplies to get the job done.

Volunteer events run approximately 4 hours and include an orientation, time on 
the river/in the park, clean up, and lunch. Water chestnut volunteers rotate through 
both canoe and land-based roles. We recommend reserving 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., 
however we can accommodate a variety of schedules, weekdays and weekends. All 
locations are accessible by car and most by public transit.

Groups can choose to organize one of two events:

Water Chestnut Removal- volunteers get in canoes and hand-pull these aquatic 
weeds in various locations in Medford, Somerville or Arlington. 

Park Improvements- volunteers pull land-based invasive plants and contribute 
to other improvement activities in Macdonald Park in Medford.

We recommend that groups organize an on-site picnic lunch for participants after 
the event. We are happy to provide recommendations on catering options.  

ABOUT US
The Mystic River Watershed 
Association (MyRWA) is the 

watershed’s leading advocate for 
environmental improvement. 

MyRWA was incorporated in 
1972 with a mission to protect 
and restore the Mystic River, 
its tributaries and watershed 
lands	for	the	benefit	of	present	
and future generations and to 

celebrate the value, importance 
and great beauty of these natural 

resources.

CONTACT US
volunteer@mysticriver.org

mysticriver.org
(781) 316-3438


