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WHO WE ARE

The Mystic River Watershed Association’s 
(MyRWA’s) mission is to protect and restore 
the Mystic River, its tributaries and watershed 
lands for the benefit of present and future 
generations and to celebrate the value, 
importance and great beauty of these natural 
resources.

OUR MISSION

MyRWA is the only non-governmental organization 
that consistently addresses issues of water 
quality and environmental preservation across 
all boundaries throughout the Mystic River 
watershed and remains an indispensable advocate 
for restoration of this valuable natural resource.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 1
Restore water quality and healthy habitat

In order for MyRWA to continue to 
strengthen its influence and impact, the 
organization will develop a sustainable 
and diversified revenue stream and 
will build staff and Board capacity.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Water Chestnut Control Project
Eradication efforts of water chestnut, an 
invasive plant clogging the Mystic River 
and elsewhere in the watershed, have 
been ongoing since 2010. MyRWA is 
aggressively combating water chestnut 
by partnering with municipalities, boat 
clubs, local corporations and community 
members to hand-pull the plant and 
secure funding for mechanical harvesting.

Clean water is key to a healthy 
watershed and a diverse 
and robust river ecology. By 
providing accurate information 
about existing conditions and 
a defined way forward toward 
improvement MyRWA will ensure 
local and regional resources are 
applied effectively to eliminate 
pollution sources and to restore 
healthy water chemistry and 
natural habitat.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 2
Protect public health
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Urban waterways may be contaminated and 
can pose a health risk to people who use them. 
By gathering, analyzing, and reporting data on 
bacteria and other contaminants, MyRWA aims to 
inform the public of risks and to find and stop the 
sources of pollution.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Recreational Flagging Program
MyRWA is developing a flagging system 
to alert recreational users to safe or unsafe 
water quality conditions. Water quality 
results will be posted on a webpage, an 
automated Twitter feed and text message 
response system and on electronic signs 
at six high use recreational areas in the 
watershed.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 3
Connect people to the Mystic

In order for MyRWA to continue to 
strengthen its influence and impact, the 
organization will develop a sustainable 
and diversified revenue stream and 
will build staff and Board capacity.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Mystic River Herring Run and Paddle
This annual 5K road and paddle race 
attracts hundreds of racers and spectators 
to the banks of the Mystic River each May 
to celebrate the river and the return of 
the herring. The event includes music, 
childrens activities and educational 
booths.

MyRWA will engage people 
in the life of the river to 
encourage them to realize the 
river’s value and to become 
more informed and inspired 
environmental advocates and 
stewards.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 4
Increase climate resilience

In order for MyRWA to continue to 
strengthen its influence and impact, the 
organization will develop a sustainable 
and diversified revenue stream and 
will build staff and Board capacity.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Mystic Greenways
In 2016 MyRWA will launch the Mystic 
Greenways Program which seeks to 
advance park and trail development in 
the Mystic River Watershed with climate 
change in mind. Through a collaborative 
approach and stakeholder engagement 
the program will promote connectivity 
and climate resilience along the river.
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To address the challenges of climate 
change in New England, MyRWA will work 
with partners to examine precipitation, 
flooding, drought and temperature 
scenarios, risks to ecosystem services, 
people and property and opportunities 
for building resilience into the watershed.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 5
Build organizational capacity

In order for MyRWA to continue to 
strengthen its influence and impact, the 
organization will develop a sustainable 
and diversified revenue stream and 
will build staff and Board capacity.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Sustainable Organizational Funding
MyRWA will add a Development Director 
in 2016 to work alongside staff to increase 
organizational funding. Sustainable 
funding from multiple streams will be 
targetted, including from corporations, 
private foundations, individual donors 
and state and federal grants.

In order for MyRWA to continue to 
strengthen its influence and impact, the 
organization will develop a sustainable 
and diversified revenue stream and 
will build staff and Board capacity.

Photo by Rusty Russell



CONNECT WITH MyRWA!

MysticRiver.org
20 Academy Street, Suite 306, Arlington, MA 02476
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