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What we’ll cover today…

▪ Overview of Groundwork USA and our 
technical assistance offerings on brownfields

▪ The need for equity in the brownfields 
redevelopment process



About Groundwork USA Our mission is to bring 
about the sustained 

regeneration, 
improvement, and 

management of the 
physical environment by 
developing community-
based partnerships that 

empower people, 
businesses, and 

organizations to promote 
environmental, economic, 

and social well-being.





Our Technical 
Assistance services 
include…

• Testing feasibility of “implementation strategies” (projects, 
programs, partnerships) identified in brownfield area wide 
planning processes

• Designing and sequencing inclusive methods for engaging 
an array of local people in brownfield transformation projects

• Coaching grassroots and municipal leaders in developing 
productive, cross-sector coalitions, and shaping 
(re)development projects to benefit all citizens



Our approach aims to…

• Correct historic and systemic 
disparities

• Engage local stakeholders 
meaningfully in project 
planning, prioritization and 
implementation over time

• Achieve environmental justice

• Encourage more equitable 
development planning, 
processes and outcomes



Who is affected by 
brownfields?

Environmental Justice (EJ) populations are 
burdened disproportionately by brownfields:

▪ People of color
▪ Youth, elderly
▪ Low/moderate-income neighborhoods
▪ Areas of concentrated poverty



What is “equitable 
development”?

• Everyone should benefit from (re)development, 
investment (including EJ communities)

• Inclusive, collaborative planning
• Meaningful community engagement
• Local residents valued as neighborhood experts
• Community defines “benefits”
• Mutual accountability to realizing those benefits
• Finding common ground (i.e., balancing community 

vision, developer and financing needs, regulatory 
environment)

• Building, honoring trust and relationships long-term
• No “finish line” – ongoing partnerships/collaboration



Examples of our TA Tools & Resources

Inclusive community engagement best practices tips 
sheet



Examples of our TA Tools & Resources

Deconstructing technical jargon & acronyms tips sheet, 
glossary



Brownfield-to-Park Transformation

Dr. Nina Scarito Park, Lawrence, MA



Questions?

Groundwork USA Equitable 
Development / Brownfields 
Planning Resources: 
https://groundworkusa.org/ta-
services/equitable-development-
brownfields-planning/

Contact adi@groundworkusa.org
for more details on technical 
assistance.


