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Data Collection
• Recorded every 15 minutes
• Measurement period June - September
• Measurements collected at 1 meter depth
• Parameters

– Temperature 
– Conductivity
– pH
– Dissolved oxygen
– Turbidity
– Chlorophyll
– Phycocyanin



Site selection
• Monitoring locations were selected for 

• High recreational use
• Historic algal blooms

• Coincide with other monitoring 
• Monitoring began in 2010

Partners:
Town of Somerville
MyRWA







Buoy chlorophyll and phycocyanin 
correlated with Lab data



Phycocyanin, chlorophyll and 
Turbidity



Buoy phycocyanin & DPH 
cyanobacteria 
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Advisory 
8/12- 9/1 



Buoy Chlorophyll and Lab 
chlorophyll a
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EPA Website

• http://www.epa.gov/mysticriver



Charles River Buoy – Boston 
Museum of Science



New Monitoring Sites in the 
Merrimack River



Questions


